
Keying Resources

Salix male and female flower close up
https://www.life.illinois.edu/help/digitalflowers/Salicaceae/6.htm

Male and Female Inflorescences of Trees in Salicaceae
https://www.researchgate.net/figure/Flowers-of-the-female-and-male-trees-in-Salicaceae-species-On-willow-and-poplar-the_fig4_273576556http
s://www.researchgate.net/figure/Flowers-of-the-female-and-male-trees-in-Salicaceae-species-On-willow-and-poplar-the_fig4_273576556



Jepson Manual CA Map - Our region includes SNE (east of Sierra Nevada), and W&I (White & Inyo Mountains)







Salix exigua (Coyote Willow)

Drainage: Pine Creek
Site: Pine Creek Canyon (a.k.a Pratt’s Crack Canyon)

Collection Site/Date: 06/15/23
Growing at the parking lot at the trailhead

Salicylate Level/Taste: mild/moderately bitter
Elevation/range: <2800 m (9,186 ft) Common. Shores, bars, silt, sand, gravel.

Staminate Catkins:
-2 stamens per flower
-adaxial and abaxial nectar glands (front and rear of male flower)
-shrub, > 0.2 m (0.656168 feet)
-catkins blooming with or after leaves, on leafy shoots
-clonal by root-sprouting, riparian
-Lf blade linear, length 10–23 × width; twigs ± tan; young lvs short- and long-silky; petiole hairy
. . . . S. exigua var. exigua

Left: 2 male S. exigua flowers showing abaxial and adaxial nectar glands. Right: S. exigua twig showing the trait of catkins blooming with or

after leaves (catkins on leafy shoots). Photos AB.





Salix lutea (Yellow Willow)
Drainage: Bishop Creek
Site: La Hupp
Collection Site/Date: 06/18/23
Stopped at lower elevation Fork Campground on the way up to La Hupp, saw Salix lutea there.
Salicylate Level/Taste: low salicylate level and a mild and cottony taste.
Elevation/range: River, creek margins, wet meadows; 640–3100 m. (2099 - 10170 ft), c&s SNH
(esp e slope)
Pistillate Catkins:
- Ovary glabrous (hairless)

S. lutea female catkin showing glabrous ovaries. Photo AB

-Flower bracts generally persistent, tan to black, tips entire

S. lutea catkin showing persistent bracts subtending female flowers. Photo AB



-Shrub to tree, twigs erect, nectary < ovary stalk

Female S. lutea flower showing the nectary as shorter than the ovary stalk. The nectary is to the left and the flower bract is to the
right of the ovary stalk in this photo. Photo AB.

-Young leaves white-hairy

Young S. lutea leaf present at shoot tip covered in white hairs. Photo AB.



-Leaf blade glaucous abaxially (Covered with a generally whitish or bluish, waxy or powdery
film that is sometimes easily rubbed off).

S. lutea leaves showing glaucousness on underside of leaves, rubbed off in portions of the leaves. Photo AB.

-Stipules prominent on all leaves, especially young leaves.

S. lutea shoot showing stipules subtending the young leaves. Photo AB.

https://www.uwgb.edu/biodiversity-old/herbarium/trees/salnig01.htm



-flower bract hairs generally curly, rarely straight or wavy

Closeup of S. lutea flower showing curly bract hairs. Photo AB.

- Twigs yellow-gray or yellow- or gray-brown, not peeling, glabrous or sparsely
soft-shaggy-hairy . . . . . S. lutea

S. lutea twig with yellow-gray bark. Photo AB.



Salix lasiolepis (Arroyo Willow)
Drainage: Pine Creek
Site: Pine Creek Canyon (a.k.a Pratt’s Crack Canyon)
Collection Site/Date: 06/15/23
Growing along the stream up the canyon.
Salicylate Level/Taste: moderately bitter

Elevation/range: Abundant. Shores, marshes, meadows, springs, bluffs; < 2800 m (9,186 ft)

Pistillate Catkins:

-Ovary glabrous

S. lasiolepis pistillate catkin showing glabrous ovaries. Photo AB.



-Flower bracts persistent, hairy, tips entire

2 female S. lasiolepis flowers showing persistent, hairy bracts. Photo AB.

-Shrub to tree; twigs erect; nectary < ovary stalk

Two S. lasiolepis female flowers showing the nectaries as smaller than the ovary stalk. The nectaries are to the left and the
flower bracts are to the right of the ovary stalks in this photo. Photo AB.



-Flower bract dark brown, wider distally, tip rounded, hairs dense, short, gen wavy; lvs white- or
white-and-rusty-hairy

Two S. lasiolepis flower bracts removed from the female flowers, showing the dark brown color, dense wavy hairs, and widened,
rounded tips distally. Photo AB.

-Stipule tip acute; lf glands submarginal or distinctly on adaxial surface; young lvs thick, yellow-
green (or ± red) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . 2s. lasiolepis

A young S. lasiolepis leaf with leaf glands on the adaxial (upper) surface. Photo AB.



S. lasiolepis twig showing thick, yellow-green young leaves and overall growth form of the willow species, with a ruler in cm for
scale. Photo AB.

Photo of S. lasiolepis from Calflora.org for comparison of above photos, showing similarities of catkin morphology, twig bark
color, and growth form of young leaves. ( https://www.calflora.org/app/taxon?crn=7277)



Photo of S. lasiolepis from Calflora.org for comparison of above photos, showing similarities of twig bark color and growth form
of young leaves. ( https://www.calflora.org/app/taxon?crn=7277)

Photo AB.
(https://www.calflora.org/app/taxon?crn=7277)
Comparison of S. lasiolepis catkin morphology from Calflora.org to the sample from Pratt’s Crack Canyon.
The characteristic brown flower bracts are revealed in the photos.

https://www.calflora.org/app/taxon?crn=7277



